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Biodiversity and DNA barcodes of the wintergreens 

(Gaultheria) from the East Himalaya-HengduanMountains
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Such asAcer,  Betula, Viburnum, Clematis, 

Rhododendron, Camellia and Primula

George Forrest
(1873-1932) 

Frank Kingdon-Ward
(1885-1958)

Ernest Henry Wilson
(1876-1930)
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ÅA part of the larger Hengduanand East Himalaya Mountains range 

ÅThe richest temperate flora on earth 

ÅE.g., species: angiosperms 1718, gymnosperms 29, ferns 24, mammalia100 (endemic 43),  
aves246 (endemic 63), insects 447 in Baima Snow Mountain
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Å5000speciesof higherplants

Å4000speciesof Fungi

Å2000speciesof insects

Å400speciesof Rhododendron
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ÅThe  most north edge of Himalaya-HengduanRegion

ÅThe type locality of many plants and animals  (e.g., Ailuropodamelanoleuca, 
Panda)  30 type species of plants and 50 type species of animals

ÅDistinct vertical vegetation  the lowest altitute 750m & the highest altitute
5328m

ÅRichness  of water, mineral, and tourism resources.



G. procumbensL.

 GaultheriaL. (the wintergreens)

G. shallonpursh Salal



Utilization of Gaultheria

Methyl salicylate
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